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DR. CARSTEN NEßHÖVER

Carsten Neßhöver has been working in the presidential offices of the 

Federal Environment Agency in science management and political 

consulting since 2021. The trained geo-ecologist with a doctorate in 

biodiversity science is an expert for the interface between science and 

policy in theory and practice. From 2004 to 2017, he worked at the 

Department of Conservation Biology at the Helmholtz-Centre for 

Environmental Research – UFZ in Leipzig where he was involved in a 

number of biodiversity related research and coordination projects on 

national, European and global level. We has published numerous 

articles, contribution and books on biodiversity and other related topics.

BIODIVERSITY –
WHERE IT COMES FROM AND WHERE IT’S HEADING

Biodiversity is a term “invented” in 1986 by US scientists. Since 

then, the concept has gone through a remarkable career in science 

and policy, starting with the adoption of the United Nation’s 

Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) in 1993. The talk will give 

an overview on how biodiversity as boundary object of 

environmental communication developed over time and ask, how 

it is useful today in the triple crisis of climate change, biodiversity 

loss and environmental pollution. 
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