Erasmus+
Erasmus+ is the European Union’s funding program for education and
vocational training, youth and sport. Erasmus+ enables you to complete part of
your studies at one of the partner higher education institutions of Hochschule
Geisenheim University, or to do an internship within the Erasmus program
area. As well as expanding your social and cultural competences and
improving your foreign language skills, you’ll get to know the academic system
of a foreign higher education institution and profit from the different teaching
and learning methods used there.
Participating Countries
The following countries participate in the Erasmus program and thus belong
to the Erasmus area: EU member states, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway,
Serbia,Turkey.
Exception - Switzerland:
Due to recent political developments, Switzerland is not currently participating
in the Erasmus+ program. Although it is possible to study at one of the
partner higher education institutions for one or two semesters, Erasmus
funding in the form of a mobility grant from the home higher education
institution is not an option. There is however the possibility of receiving
funding via the Swiss partner institution.

Benefits for Erasmus+ Students











The chance to spend one or two semesters studying on a specific
degree program at a partner institution
Exemption from tuition fees at the host institution
Simpler enrolment procedure at the host institution
Mobility grant (scholarship)
Formal academic recognition of the coursework completed abroad as
set out in the Learning Agreement concluded beforehand between the
sending and host institutions
Support from Hochschule Geisenheim University (culture, language,
organisation) and, in most cases, from the host institution
(accommodation, leisure and cultural program etc.) in preparation
for your time abroad
Extra funding for students with children
Extra funding for students with disabilities
Online Language Support (OLS)

Conditions for participation in Erasmus+




Enrolment as a regular student (Bachelor’s or Master’s degree
course) at Hochschule Geisenheim University
Study abroad at a partner higher education institution with
which Hochschule Geisenheim University has concluded an
Erasmus cooperation agreement
Participation in an Erasmus+ study program is possible after the
second semester of a Bachelor’s degree course at the earliest
(Master’s students can apply from the first semester of study).

Language requirement: proficiency in the teaching language, preferably B1
level.
The period of study abroad must be a minimum of 3 months and a maximum
of 12 months.

Erasmus+ funding period
With Erasmus+ you will be able to complete up to 12 months of study or
internship abroad during each of your study cycles (Bachelor, Master and
PhD)
i.e. a maximum of 36 months in all. During these periods, your country
of destination within the Erasmus area can vary.
This means that during a Bachelor’s degree course, for example, you could
spend 5 months studying at a French higher education institution, complete a
3-month compulsory internship in Italy and then do two more 2-month
internships with companies in, say, Portugal and Spain during and after your
Bachelor’s degree.

Mobility Grant (scholarship)
The so-called Mobility Grant is part of the Erasmus+ study abroad program. It
is intended to help cover the additional costs incurred when living abroad. The
monthly grant payments depend on the country in which you spend your study
period abroad.
For the academic year 2019/20 the funding rates were set nationally by the
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), as the National Agency for EU
Higher Education Cooperation in the Erasmus+ Program.
Erasmus+ participating countries are divided into three groups.

450 EUR/month for country group 1:
Denmark, Finland, Republic of Ireland, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Luxembourg,
Norway, Sweden, United Kingdom
390 EUR/month for country group 2:
Belgium, France, Greece, Italy, Malta, Netherlands, Austria, Portugal, Spain,
Cyprus
330 EUR/month for country group 3:
Bulgaria, Estonia, Croatia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Romania, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, FYR Macedonia, Czech Republic, Turkey, Hungary
Erasmus+ participants receive a mobility grant for a certain, approved period.
This funding period is not necessarily identical with the actual period spent
abroad.
In accordance with the Erasmus+ guidelines, the mobility period is calculated
as an exact number of days, therefore the possible mobility period can only be
ascertained when you submit your Certificate of Attendance at the conclusion
of your stay.

In addition to an Erasmus+ grant, you can also apply for Auslands-BAföG
(Federal German student loan for studying overseas). The Erasmus+ grant
will only affect Bafög payments if it exceeds €300 per month.
Additional grants are available to students with disabilities. You are also
eligible for special funding if you take your child abroad with you. Please
contact us at the International Office as early as possible.

OLS
OLS is available is available in 24 languages.

Taking this assessment before departure is a pre-requisite for higher education
students, to make sure that they meet the recommended level at their receiving
organisation (except for native speakers or in duly justified cases).
Participants who wish to improve their language proficiency have the opportunity
to follow an online language course before and during their time abroad. Access
to the language course includes a great variety of Live Coaching activities,
amongst which tutoring sessions and interactive MOOCs. Participants who are
already sufficiently proficient in the main language used abroad (at least a B2
level) can follow a language course in the language of the country instead,
provided that such language is available in OLS.

Erasmus+ - application and procedure
Bilateral cooperation agreements between Hochschule Geisenheim
University and its partner higher education institutions form the basis for
student exchanges within the framework of Erasmus+.
We thus suggest that you first contact the International Office to find out
about the available exchange co-operations. If you are interested in a higher
education institution with which we have not yet signed a cooperation
agreement, the International Office will endeavour to establish contact with
that institution.
The International Office nominates exchange candidates to the partner higher
education institution in accordance with that institution’s application deadlines.
This takes place between April and June for the winter semester and between
October and November for the summer semester.
It is therefore vital that you start planning your semester abroad as early as
possible and that you contact the International Office in plenty of time – at
least 6 months before the planned start of your period of study abroad.

Application Procedure
1.

We recommend you talk to the International Office before you apply.

2.

Please fill in the application form on our website and attach the other
required documentation (CV, letter of motivation [personal statement],
Transcript of Records [Sammelschein], semester enrolment certificate
from Hochschule Geisenheim University and proof of language
proficiency). You’ll find a template for the language proficiency
statement and tips for your letter of motivation on our website. Please
complete and submit all required documentation to the International
Office.

Once your application documents have been checked and provided the
study placement quota allocated to Hochschule Geisenheim University
students has not been used up, we will nominate you for a place at the
partner higher education institution.

Further procedures before departure for your Erasmus+ mobility period
1. After your nomination by the International Office, the host institution will
send you the application documents or an access code for the online
application process with which you can then apply to the host
institution. Please send us a copy of the application documents.
2. We will then send you the Erasmus agreements. Please complete
them and return them all to us:
a.) the Grant Agreement (Zuwendungsvertrag): the International Office
requires the original signed document.
b.) the Learning Agreement: Select the courses you wish to take in
consultation with your Head of Degree Program and the degree
program administration of the host institution. The Learning
Agreement must be signed by you, the sending (home) institution
and the receiving (host) institution. The International Office
receives a copy.
c.) you must sign the Insurance Statement, of which the International
Office then receives a copy.
3. We send you an access code for the compulsory online language
test (duration approx. 50 minutes). You are exempt from the test if
the language of instruction in the host country is your first
language.
After this – subject to license availability - we can offer you an
appropriate online language course.
Once all the agreements have been signed, you’ll receive 70% of the grant
as a first instalment.

During your semester abroad you stay enrolled at the Hochschule
Geisenheim. Please register in time and transfer the semester fee. A refund
of the Semesterticket is possible: https://www.hsgeisenheim.de/en/studies/students/student-organization-admissions-office/
Please contact the Examinations Administration if you should write
mandatory exams during your semester abroad.

Upon arrival at your Erasmus+ placement:
Certificate of Arrival (Ankunftsbescheinigung): please send us the
Certificate of Arrival, signed by the host institution’s International Office,
within 4 weeks of arrival at the host institution. (See our website for the
Certificate of Arrival form).
Should you discover after arrival that your chosen courses as set out in the
Learning Agreement are not possible, you must make sure that any changes
are documented in the Learning Agreement (Part 2, during mobility) no later
than seven weeks after lectures start: please discuss the changes with the
Heads of Degree Program at both institutions and ask them both to sign the
document.
The International Office must be sent a copy of these amendments.

Before leaving your Erasmus+ placement:
A few weeks before your Erasmus+ placement ends, you should obtain
and complete the final Erasmus+ documents. The complete document set
must be received by the International Office of Hochschule Geisenheim
University no later than four weeks after your placement ends.
1. Certificate of Attendance: this contains the exact dates of your
Erasmus+ placement as certified by the International Office of your
host institution.
2. Student Report: please write a 2-3 page personal account. Not only is
this helpful for students who may wish to study at your host institution in
the future, but it also provides us with valuable feedback.
3. Online EU Survey: you will be sent an email asking you to complete
the EU’s online survey and then upload it to their website.
4. Take the Online Language Test for a second time in order to assess
the progress you have made in your foreign language skills.
5. Transcript of Records: ask your host institution to issue you with a
certificate (Transcript of Records) listing all the courses you
attended. The International Office must receive a copy of this
certificate. Please contact your Head of Degree Program for
recognition of academic achievements completed during your time
abroad.

The grant amount is calculated on the basis of the Certificate of Attendance
and you are then paid the second instalment.

